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SERMON 


Young Perſons. 


— 


Luxs X. 42. 


But ans thing 1s needful, and Mary 
hath choſen that good Part, which 
ſhall not be taken away from her. 


HE Context ſhews us, that thoſe 
things, for which we may think we 
deſerve Praiſe, may prove the Mat- 
ter of Rebuke. Martha having ſuch 

Fu valuable Gueſts as our Saviour and. 
his Followers, is very ſolicitous to have them 
plentifully entertained. For this ſhe expected 
to -be commended, and to have her Siſter re- 
proved for not joining with her ; but inſtead of 
commending her Diligence, our Lord rebukes 
her anxious Care: Martha, Martha, thou art Ver, 41. 
B careful 
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careful and troubled about many things, Her 
Name is repeated, the more to fix the Admo- 
nition, and her Regard of what he ſaid. That 
Martha was a covetous Worldling, is too ſe- 
vere an Opinion; but that ſhe was to blame, 
in prefering a leſſer Duty to a greater, and 
neglecting the one to purſue the other, as alſo 
for cenſuring her Siſter for not joining with 
her, is evident, by Chriſt's Reprehenſion of 
the one, and praiſing the other. In the Com- 
mendation given of Mary, we have, 


1. The Subject, or that about which ſhe 
was chiefly imploy'd : One thing. And that 
was, attending on Chriſt, and entertaining his 
Doctrine, to improve his Words and Inſtructi- 
on to her Salvation. This is the one thing, that 

| ſhould take place of all other Car es and Con- 

cerns. 

2. The Neceſſity of this, and the Preference 

given to it: One thing is needful, and Mary hath 

choſen that good Part, &c. This is no Diſ- 

charge to any fram their lawful Imployments ; 

nor Releaſe from the primitive Sentence, In 

Gen. 3. 19. the Smeat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, till 

thou return to the Ground; but it is to teach us, 

that in all things Chriſt, and our Salyation by 

him, muſt have the Preheminence. It is Foo- 

liſhneſs to be mindful of thoſe things, for 

which we forget our ſelves. True Wiſdom is 

to ſecure that, which neither in Life, nor by 

Matt. 16. Death, can be taken from us. So that the 

26, Doctrine I deſign to proſecute, from theſe 
Words of our Saviour, is this 
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..Chrif#t is the one thing needful for all, and to im- 

prove him for our Salvation, is to chooſe the 
good Part, and which will have his Commen- 
dation, ann 


Thbe Apoſtle to the Romans ſays, If God be Rom. 8. 
for us, who can be againt ws? Many may, and 3"+ 


will chew their Enmity ; but it is impotent 
Malice, for they ſhall not be able to hurt us. 
- While Chriſt commends us in our Choice, we 
may be eaſy and quiet, tho? others may cen- 
ſure and reproach us for it. His well done is 
more to give us Comfort and Confidence at his 
Appearing, than all the hard Speeches of cen- 
ſorious Friends, or malicious Enemies, can be, 
to make us unealy in our preſent Courſe or 
Choice. My Deſign is m this Difcourſe to 
 ſhew, that as Chriſt is the Summ of God's 
Mercies to us, ſo he is to be improved in every 
Part of our Salvation by us. I ſhall there- 
fore, 


Firſt, Explain this Neceſſity of Chriſt, or 
how he 1s in a particular manner needful, 

1. He is abſolutely needful. Some Things 
are neceſſary for the Convenience and Orna- 
ment of Life; but tho? we want them, we 
may live happily without them. He whohath 
no Money may have that which is equivalent; 
Goods will ſometimes do where there is no 


Gold; but Chriſt is the one thing needful, ſo 


as nothing can ſupply his Place. He is our Life, Col. 3. 4; 


not only the Author, but the Staff of our Life. 


I am (ſays he of himſelf) the living Bread, ſohn 6. 
which came down from God : «My Fleſh is Meat 51, 55. 
B 2 
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indeed, and my Blood is Drink indeed: ſo that 
the Being and Living of a Chriſtian is in him, 
Aas 4. Neither is there Salvation in any other : for there is 
12. none ot her Name under Heaven given Men, 
whereby we mut be ſaved, All the conſtituting 
Parts of a Chriſtian are only in and from him. 
There is neither Weight nor Worth in the 
Chriſtian Name, but what it derives from 
thence. Nothing but Chriſt can either make 

or maintain a real Chriſtian. : | 
2. He was always, and is conſtantly need- 
Rev.r3.8. ful. If we look backward, he is the Lamb ſlain 
From the Foundation of the World. And if we 
look forward, there remaineth no more Sacrifice 
for Sin, for thoſe that flight him. The whole 
Acts 10. Scriptures are a Teſtimony of Chriſt : To him 


43. give all the Prophets witneſs. Moſes and Elias wait I 


on Feſus in the Mount, to tell us, that in him 
the Law and the Prophets have their Accom- 


pliſnment. He was as really the Object of : 


John 8. Abraham's Faith, in the Promiſe, before his 
56. Incarnation; as he was to John, when he ſaid, 
—1, 29, Bebold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the Sin 
of the World. As he is unchangeable in his Di- 

vine Perſon, ſo he always was, and is, and 

will be the ſame, in his Offices, in all Genera- 

tions of the Saints, There never was but one 

| Way for fallen Man, to Heaven, and that is 
Heb.x 3.8, Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 
ever. Some things are very needful at one 

Seaſon, that are not ſo at another: as Phy- 

ſic to the Sick, but the Whole need not the Phy- 

ſician and as Food to the Hungry, but the 

Full Soul loatheth an Honey-comb : but Chriſt 1s 

always needful, in Health and Sickneſs, in 

Want or in Abundance, in Life and in wm 
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given him. He is therefore to be improved by 
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3. He is univerſally neceſſary, or the one 
thing needful, for Influence in every thing, 


which is of Uſe in the Service of our Souls. 
He is not only needful becauſe of the Precept, 
which we are commanded to regard him ; 


but as the only Means for Man to get to Hea- 
ven. And all thoſe things, which are of any 


uſe to us, have their Strength and Virtue only ; 


from Chriſt, or his Influence. So that they 
are all ane, not only as they are appointed for 
one End and Deſign; but as Chriſt is all in all 
in them, and they both lead to him, and are 
all Streams from him as the Head and Spring. 
Without him neither Paul can plant, nor Apol- 
lo improve what is planted. The Promiſes are 


Wells without Water, unleſs he fill them; 


Ordinances are empty Glaſſes, unleſs he ſhew 
his Face through them ; Miniſters are but emp- 
ty Sounds, unleſs he ſpeak in and by them. 
Therefore he is abſolutely, conſtantly, and 
moſt extenſively needful. 


Secondly, 1 ſhall conſider the Particulars in 
which Chriſt is to be improved, as thus need- 
ful. And here we may take a compendious 
View of thoſe Characters the Word of Truth 
hath given him, in which we may with Won- 
der behold the Riches of Grace to fallen Man. 
Here we muſt own, that as Sin hath abounded 


to our Ruin, ſo Grace hath by him much more 


abounded to our Reſtoration. He is 4 Prince 
and à Saviour, an Apoſtle and High-Priest, a 
Leader and Commander, Hehath all Treaſures 
or unſearchable Riches in him, and all for the 
Uſe and Service ofthoſe, whom the Father hath 
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all, according to the Characters he bears, as 
the one and only Mediator, both for Reconci- 

liation and Interceſſion, or in all and every 

Part of our Salvation. And. 2 
I. Chriſt is to be improved for comfortable 
Views and Diſcoveries of God. Thad there is 
a God, can't be deny'd, ſince it is evident by 
Rom. 1. the things that are made. Many Pagans, who 
20. lived in Times and Places of Darkneſs, will 
riſe in Judgment againſt the dar ing Atheiſts of 
our Days, who rebel gain the Light. With 
what lofty Plights do ſome of them ſpeak of 
| the Divine Being ! as may be ſeen in their own 

Huetii Writings, and others who have made Collecti- 


* 


| "On 


, uo. ons from them. But yet, after all the Diſco- Cl 
; : 5 veries they could make from themſelves, or ou 
Ke. their Fellow Creatures, he remain'd to them the in 


1 Acts 17. unknown God. They felt or ſought after God | 

| 3. in the dark, but could not find him. And tho' | 

| they were convinced of his Being, and ound 

| it; yet they became vain in their Imaginations | 

= about him, nor could they find a Way to pleaſe 
or enjoy him: for this only the Sacred Scrip- 

| tures teach, and eſpecially the Goſpel. Aſfoſes 

= in the Law ſhews us God, as glorious in his 

Holineſs, terrible in his. Juſtice ;, there we | 

| hear him commanding and threatning guilty 

| Sinners, for by the Law is the Knowledge of Sin 

but by Chriſt we know God, as forgiving Sin: bel 

there he is all Majeſty, here a God of infinite MM re: 

Joh. 17. 3. Mercy and Compaſſion, This is Life Eternal, | ful 

to know thee the only true God, and in Chriſt Je- vi 

ſus this is only to be had. The Creation de- ca 

clares God to be infinitely above us; the Lau he 

reveals him as againſt us, and angry with us; | an 

Joh. 1. 18. but Chygſt only hath declar'd him far our 2 he 

N ; — N fort, 
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fort, as ready to forgive, and full of tender 
Mercies towards us. | | 
2. We muſt improve Chriſt, and the Know- 
ledge of him, for that Righteouſneſs, in which 
© alone we can expect our Juſtification, with God. 
That all are under Sin, both Fews and Gentiles, 
the Apoſtle Paul hath proved, That every Mouth Rom. 3. 
may be ſtopped, and all the World may become 9, 19. 
guilty before God. And the Royal Pſalmiſt en- 
treats God not to deal with him in a way of 8 
Juſtice, Enter not into Judgment with thy Ser- Plal. 142. 5 
vant : for in thy ſight no Fleſh living can be juſti- 2. 8 
fied. And we are elſewhere taught, By the Works Gal. 3. 16. 
of the Law ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified. Both Jews and 
Chriſtians are agreed there muſt be a Righte- 
© ouſneſs, in and for which we muſt be juſtified 
in the Sight of God; but the Controverly is, 
= where we ſhall have it. The degenerate Jews, 
= going about to eſtabliſh a Righteouſneſs of their own, Rom, 10. 
= have not ſubmitted themſelves to the Righteouſneſs 3. 
of God; and many, who are called Chriſtians, 
: ſock for no other Righteouſneſs, but of their 
own working, a Robe of their own weaving. 
Now after all the vain Diſtinctions and Diſ- 
putes of Men, we find the End of the Contro- 
verſy in St. Paul's Doctrine; for Chriſt, with ver. 4. 
him, and ſo to every ſerious Chriſtian, is the 
End of the Law for Righteouſneſs, to all them that 
believe. The Law hath a preceptive Right to 
require ſinleſs Obedience, this Chriſt exactly 
fulfilled in every Point of it, It hath alſo a 
vindictive Right to condemn and puniſh, be- 
cauſe we are guilty by violating of it ; and this 
hehath alſo anſwered, by enduring the Penalty 
and Wrath we deſerved. Thus as our Surety, 
he hath made an End of Sin, and brought in 
V$551 ever= 
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everlaſting Righteouſneſs, He is made of God 
unto us Righteouſneſs, for Pardon and Remiſ- 
ſion, and for the Acceptation of our Perſons 
Acts r3. into Favour with God again. Be it known unto 
38, 39. you therefore, Men and Brethren (ſays the ſame 
* Apoſtle) that through this Man is preached unto 
. you the Forgiveneſs of Sins. And by him all that 
believe are juſtified from all things, from which ye 
could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes. 
3. Chrifl is to be improved as our only 
pleadable Title to the Eternal Inheritance. 
x Pet. 1. That there is an Inheritance incorruptible, and 
4- undefiled, that fadeth not away, reſerved in Hea- 
ven for them, is the Hope and Comfort of all 
| thoſe who are born again. Now this Inheri- 
Eph. 1.14. tance is called 4 purchaſed Poſſeſſion, unto the 
Praiſe of his Glory, who was the Purchaſer of it. 
He is the one thing needful, not only to free 
| us from the Condemnation and Curſe the Law 
| denounceth ; bat for our Right and Claim to 
| 


a Dio © a *% 


that Crown and Kingdom, which is promiſed 

Joh. 3. 36, to all that believe in him. He that believeth on 

the Son, hath everlaſting Life. He hath it not 

f only in the Promiſe, but in the Price and Pur- 
| chaſe. Some claim of meer Mercy, ' without 
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regard to the Rights of Law, and Juſtice ; o- fi 
| thers allow Chriſt to free them from Hell, or ar 
| the Wrath to come, but hope that, for Chriſt's th 
| ſake, their own ſincere, but imperfe# Obedience, ſt 
may be admitted as their Claim and Title to Hea- _ 
ven; but we are to claim in Capite, Chriſt is Pc 
the Saviour of the Body. As divine Grace he 
hath purpoſed before the Foundation of the fo 
| World to beſtow the Kingdom, fo Chriſt is our In 
only Plea for it; nor will any other prevent ur 
l our being caſt at the Bar of God, In this we Þ 


may 
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may claim with humble Boldneſs, and be aſſu- 
red of an abundant Entrance into the everlaſt- 
ing Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chr 1ſt. * 4 

4. We are further to improve Chriſt in or- 
der to our Meetneſs for this Inheritance. It is 
common among Men for thoſe to inherit, who 
want their Excellencies from whom the Inhe- 
ritance was received. We often ſee a degene- 
rate Plant of a Noble Vine. Moral, and much 
leſs Spiritual, Excellencies are not natural De- 
ſcendants. But herein are the Riches of Grace 
in Chriſt jeſus, that all the Heirs of Promiſe 
are by him made meet for the Inheritance. We 
have not only by Sin loſt all Right to Happi- 
neſs, but we are wholly unſuitable to God, and 


mity, or Likeneſs to God, he can never be our 
Happineſs or Delight, What Harmony can 
there be between Contraries? or what friendly 


him, who hath no Knowledge in that Art? Or, 
what is the moſt charming Muſick to one, who 
hath no Ear for it? Now, as in and by the 
firſt Man we loſt God's Favour, Fellowſhip 
and Likeneſs; ſo by the ſecond Man, who 16 
the Lord from Heaven, we muſt have all re- 
ſtor'd again. As we have born the Image of the 


heavenly Adam, in Life, Light, and Holineſs : 
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comes 


unmeet for his Preſence; and without Confor- 
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Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs? 2 Cor. 6. 
What is the moſt curious Piece of Painting to 14. 


earthly Adam, an Image of Guilt, and Sin, or 1 Cor. 15. 
Pollution; ſo we muſt bear the Image of the 45, 49- 


for we are predeſtinated to be conformed to the Rom. 8, 
Image of the Son, therefore he is made of God 29. 
unto us, Santtification, as well as Redemption: 
He brings not only Pardon, but Purity, and 

| C 
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comes both by Water and by Blood: His Laver 

is not only atoning and pacifying, but clean- 

ſing; that at laſt he may preſent a Glorious Church, 
Eph. 5. 27. not having ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 

9. Chih ſhould alſo be improved, as the one 

and only Mediator for Fellowſhip or Commu- 

nion with God, in our Walk to Heaven: He. is 

the only Ladder between Earth and Heaven. 

As in him there is a Covenant of Peace efta- 

bliſhed between God and Man, ſo all Intercourſe 

between them is through Chriſt, and his Inter- 

ceſſion. As we are made nigh by the Blood of 

Heb. 4. 16. his Croſs, ſo we have all our Approaches by 

Joh. 14-6. him to the Throne of Grace. I am the way, 

(ſays he) no Man cometh to the Father but by me. 

Let all Pretences to Saints and Angels, for Me- 

diators of Interceſſion, remain in the Territories 


of graven Images, among Popiſh Idolaters: ha- 


Col. 3. 17. ſoever ye do in Word or Deed, do all in the Name 


F the Lord Jeſis. He is our way to God for Re- ; 


., conciliation, and he is therefore our only way 

Heb. 9.24. for acceſs in Supplication, becauſe he pleads on 
the Throne what he paid on the Croſs, As 

none but he is touched with the feeling of 

our Infirmities, ſo none but he hath any Plea 

Ila. 63. to obtain the Mercies we want. Abraham is 
16. ignorant of us, faith the Church, and Iſraei 
acknowledgeth us not; but our Redeemer from 
Everlaſting, he is our Advocate. And as we 
improve him in this Capacity, ſo we have the 
Comfort of our State under all our Infirmities 

m Joha and Wants, and maintain our Fellowſhip with 
z.T, God while we are in this World. But as we 
Eph, 3.12« Joſe Sight of him, or do not act Faith on his 
| Perſon, of gar. p for us in Heaven, we are 
diſcouraged, and find no Help in the Duties we 


Per- 
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perform, or Petitions we preſent to Gd. 
6, Chriſt is to be improved and choſen by 

us, as our only Safety to Everlaſting Life, An- 

gels and. Men were ſoon overturn'd, by reſting 

on their own Foundation ; and the beſt of 

Saints only ſtand as they are ſecured in Chriſt 

Jeſus. Take heed of going out in your own 

Name, leaning to your own Underſtanding, 

or engaging in the Work of Chriſt, and Sal- 

vation by him, in the Strength of your own 

Reſolutions, Vows and Promiſes ſoon loſe the 

force and warmth they have in us at their ma- 

king. We are kept by the Power of God through 1 Pet. 1. 5. 

Faith unto Salvation; but it is in Chriſt Jeſus; Jude v. 1, 

therefore be ſtrong in the Lord, and the Power of Eph. S. 10. 

bis might, It is becauſe he lives that we ſhall 

live. Separate the ſtrongeſt Saint from Chriſt, 

and tho' he was within view of Heaven, he 

would ſoon find himſelf at the Gates of Hell 

and Death, But as none can pull him from his 

Throne in Heaven; ſo none ſhall pluck any out 

of his Hand, whom the Father hath commit- 

ted to his keeping. Thus he is the one Thing 

to be improved, from firſt to laſt, in our Reli- 

gion. Even he ſhall build the Temple of the Lord, Zach. 6. 

and he ſhall bear the Glory. l 13. 


Thirdly, 1 proceed to ſhew, how the attend - 
ing on Chriſt, and improving him and his Do- 
ctrine, is to chooſe the good Part. Goodneſs is 
the proper Motive and Allurement of the ra- 
tional Faculty: Neceſſity may compel, but 
Goodneſs doth draw. Now, that to give 
Chrift the Preference, or, which is the ſame 
Thing, to attend on, and improve him, and 
his Doctrine, is to att rationally, and to chooſp 
TW 
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that «hich | is the good Part, will appear from 
the following Conſiderations. 
1. If we compare Chriſt with all other good 
Things. Theſe, as they come from Goodneſs, 
and lead to God, ſo they are good ; but even 
the Riches of that — which leadeth to 
Rom. 2. Repentance, when this is negletted, is perver- 
wy ted to harden Sinners in their Rebellion, and 
abuſed to the vileſt Purpoſes. Other Things, 
when laid in the Ballance with Chriſt, and our 
Salvation by him, are but nominally good; 
they have the Appearance of good, to blind 
Pal. 4- 6. Minds, and ſenſual Sinners, who ſay, Who will 
ſhew us any good ? But he only i is the good that is 
real and ſubſtantial. He will cauſe thoſe that 


Prov.8.21. love him to inherit Subſtance, While Perſons 


dote on Creatures as their chief Good, they are 

but like drunken Men, who think themſelves 

Kings and Heroes, while to all ſober Spettators 

they are a Contempt and Deriſion; or like 
Children and Fools, who are as much delight- 

ed with worthleſs Toys, as a real Eſtate. 

Amos 6. They rejoice in a Thing of nought, They feed on 
1 105 Aſhes; a deceived Heart hath turned them aſide. 
Ifa. 44.20. All the Pleaſures, Wealth, and Preferments of 
Egypt, laid in the Ballance with Chriſt, are 

| found light by the Faith of Moſes, who efteem- 
Heb. 11. ed the Reproach of Chrift greater Riches than the 
x6, Treaſures in Egypt. Chriſt, with the worſt 
Treatment we can meet with for following of 

him, is above all Degrees of Compariſon bet- 
ter, "than all that can be enjoyed in and from 
this World without him. 

2. Tis further evident, that to improve 

Chriſt, is to chooſe the good Part, becauſe this 

fuites our better Part. The Body is 2 
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13 
earfully and wonderfully made, and is to be va- pfal. x 29. 
— — regarded, 2 Y it, and by it the Soul 14. * 
is ſerved ; but yet *tis a vile Body, if the Soul be 
compared with it, and ſoon appears ſo, when 
the Spirit is departed, It is vile in its Original: 
Duſt thou art, and unto Duſt thou ſhalt return, Gen. 3. 19. 
'Tis vile alſo in Compoſition; the curious 
Frame, on which we beftow ſo much Care and 
Pains, is but a little well moulded and colour- 
ed Clay. Al Fleſh is Graſs, and all the goodli-1fa, 40. 6 
neſs thereof as the Flower of the Field. Tis like. 
wiſe vile, as *tis ſubject to variety of Miſeries 
and Diſeaſes. Man's Days, tho? few, are full 
of Evil. Who can number, or reckon u 
thoſe many Diſtreſſes and Miſeries that har- 


raſs the Bodies of Men, from the racking 

a Stone, to the pining Conſumption ? And 'tis 
; ſtill more vile, as it is the Seat and Inſtru- 
; ment of much Sin. View the Body in its way 
of ſubſiſting ; Meat 1s for the Belly, Clothing 

- for the Back, but theſe all periſh with the uſing, 
And what a Spettacle of vileneſs is the Body, 

; when the Soul, the Inhabitant, is fled and re- 
" moved? Then it becomes a Banquet for Worms, xc 12. 
f and a Maſs of Corruption. But on the other 7. 
2 Hand, conſider the unſeen Subſtance, the ne- 
- yer dying Spirit, that muſt return to him that: 

0 gave it; behold the Soul running a Line paral- 

+ liel to Eternity; and then that muſt appear to 
f be the good Part, which can only ſatisfie and 


ſuit it, according to its Excellency : For what Mat. 16. 
15 a Man profited if he gain the whole World, and 26. 
loſe his own Soul. With Chriſt you have ful- 


w | 


e neſs of all Proviſion ; here's Change of Raiment Iſa. 61. 10. 
is that ſhall never wax old, or be out of Faſhion; 

d Þ aLaver that will remove every Spot; a Feaſt 
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5 for every Appetite; Meat that will never cor- 
rupt; Plenty which can never be ſpent; and 
Pal. 16, Pleaſure which ſhall never ſatiate. In thy Pre- 
11. ſence (faith the Pſalmiſt) i fullneſs of Joy; at 


thy right Hand are Pleaſures for euermore. 
3. Chriſt is the good Part, as being that 


which ſhall not be taken away. Neither Power | 
nor Policy, Fraud nor Force, ſhall be able to | 


take away what you have by Chriſt, Other 


Things are lent us for Uſe; but Chriſt, and | 
Rom, 1x, {piritual Bleſſings by him, are the Gifts of g 
29. without Repent ance. A Pardon ſealed in his Blood 


ſhall never be reverſed; Peace eſtabliſhed ſhall 
never be broken; and the Union between the 


Soul and Chriſt ſhall never be diſſolved ; it 


will abide in Death, and flouriſh beyond the 
Grave, He was in the Account of Chriſt but 
a Fool, who promiſed himſelf the undiſturbed 


Enjoyment of his Goods, tho? well ſecured :- A | 
Fool, not only for bidding an Immortal Spi- 


rit feed and feaſt on ſuch baſe Proviſion ; but 

for promiſing himſelf a long Enjoyment of what 

might leave him before Morning. Some have 
obſerved, that Solomon was ſet up by Divine 
Providence, to give a convincing Proof to all 

Eccl. 2. g, after him, that it is but meer Madneſs to ſeek, 
10. or expect Satisfaction in the Enjoyment of this 
— 1-2: lower Creation: And it is agreeable to what his 
Pſal. 49. Father had ſaid before him. The ſureſt Entail 
2 of the Crown may be cut off; and we are aſſu- 
— 9 red, that Riches make themſelves Wings and flee 
away ; but what we have by and in Chrift, is 

not only Everlaſting in its Nature, but ſhall 

be fo to the Poſſeſſor. Death, that comes with 

its Writ of Ejectment, and turns us out as na- 

ked as we came into the World, yet even oh 
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laſt Enemy ſhall not take away one Covenant 
Bleſſing, but uſher the Believer into the fulleſt 
poſſeſſion of them all. | 


Fourthly, 1 ſhall now make ſome Application 
of this to our ſelves, in order to influence our 
Practice. And, | 

1. From hence we may gather the following 
2 uſeful Inferences. i 
= (1.) We ſee the Folly of thoſe who think 
Chriſt, and all improving of him, the one 
Thing needleſs. Thoſe learned Sinners, who 
treat with Ridicule all Application of Chriſt to 

our ſelves, that call admiring of Chriſt's per- 

$ ſonal Excellencies, Fulneſs and Beauty, an 
Enthufiaftic Deyotion , are not dead, while 

their Writings ſpeak ; and a fooliſh Pofterity 

2 approve their Sayings. They are ſo far from 
being allured, as the Daughters of Feru/ſalem Cant. 6, 
were, by what the Bride had ſaid of her Belo- 1, 2. 
ved, to join with her in ſeeking to converſe Job 21. 
with him; that they ſay to the Almighty, De- 14- 

| part from us, we deſire not the Knowledge of thy 

| Ways. I fear none are more to be reproved, than 

the Youth of this City, in this Matter. It is in- 

deed a great Comfort to ſee ſome, in the Days 

of their Choice, choſing Chrift, and liſting 
themſelves under his Banner; but how inex- 
cuſable is the Folly of Multitudes, who enters 

tain all Admonitions to chuſe this good Part, 

as hard Sayings, and not to be regarded ? Shall 

we, ſay they, abridge our ſelves of the Plea- 

ſures of Youth ? While our Blood 1s ſparkling, 

in our Veins, and all our Senſes craving pre- 

ſent and ſenfible Delights ; ſhall we deny our 
ſelves, and confine our Thoughts to _ 
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and his Service? O fooliſh and unwiſe! Do ye 
thus flight both your Duty and your Intereſt ? 
Short is your Pleaſure, but the Pain perpetual 
that follows it; and tho? you could lengthen out 
your Days of ſenſual:Diverſion to the Age of 
the oldeſt of Adam's Children, yet at your lat- 
ter End you would ſtill be Fools. 94105 
(2.) Hence we may learn, that thoſe who 
mind Religion moſt, ſhall have Chriſt's Appro- 
bation, whatever others may think of them. 
Martha was intent upon the Family Affairs, to 
the neglect of hearing Chriſt, and converſing 
with him, and cenſures her Siſter for not join- 
ing with her. It is a common Thing for thoſe 
who are remiſs themſelves, to cenſure ſuch, who 
are more zealous and vigorous in the Concerns 
of their Souls. The Affairs of the World muſt 
be minded; Chriſt never countenanced a Slug- 
gard. I know the Shop muſt be opened; but 
why muſt the Cloſet be neglected? They who 
are moſt careful to redeem Time for reading, 


praying, and hearing, are always the moſt Con- 


ſcientious in their particular Callings: the beſt 
Keel. 8. 5. Chriſtian is the beſt Relation. A wiſe Mans 
Heart diſcerneth both Time and Judgment, He 
that is taught of God ito order his Affairs with 

Diſcretion, ſhall nor want time for purſuing the 
great Affairs of Chriſt and Salvation; and ſuch 
ſhall have Chriſt's. Commendation, tho? others 
may cenſure them as good for nothing. 

(3.) We may hence infer the deplorable 
Condition of every Perſon without Chriſt, 
What tho”, like the rich Man, thou art cloth'd 
in Purple and fine. Linen, faring ſumptuouſly 
every Day; tho? thou art as wiſe as Solomon in the 
Myſteries af Nature, and Conſtitutions of King- 

| | doms; 
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doms ; or, as ſtrong as Sampſon : yet if thou art 


without Chriſt, there are dead Flies, or Flies of Eccl. to. t. 
Death, in thy Ointment ; thou att like Naaman, 2 Kings 
of whom it is faid, he was a great Man, and ho- 5- 1 
nourable, a mighty Man in Valour, but he was a 
Leper; there can be no Communion be- 
tween God and you, nor can you ever poſſibly 
eſcape the Wrath to come. There is but one 
Sanctuary, one City of Refuge. What is the 
World to any Perſon when under the burden 
of Sin, or in fight of his Diſſolution ? How can 
you then ſleep without an Intereſt in Chrift, or 
be eaſie without Acquaintance with him? 
(A.) Hence we learn, that Contentment well 

becomes the Chriſtian. Suppoſe it is with you, 
as it was with Peter, when being ask'd for Tri- 
bute Money he had none to pay, yet Chriſt 
you ſee could ſoon provide. Or, ſhould you be 
oblig'd to ſay with him at another Time, Silver Acts 3. 6. 
and Gold have I none; yet you may add with 
the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, As having nothing, 2 Cor. 6. 
and yet poſſeſſing all Things, The Traveller wants 10. 
not the Light of the Stars while the Sun is up. 
Tho? Creatures fail and are not, you are abun- 
dantly provided for ; you have the good Part, 
who have choſen Chriſt as your Portion for both 
Worlds. * #12 

2. I ſhall add ſome few Exhortations. You 
have heard of Chriſt many and many a Time, 
and after all, if you ſhould not know him, of 
be known, that is, approved of him, how ſad 
will your Condition be? Will neither the Ex- 
cellencies of his Perſon, the Greatneſs of his 
Deſign, the Suitableneſs of what he is, and has, 
and doth, and will do for you ; nor that bitter 
Cup which he drunk in your ſtead: I fay, will 
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none, nor all of theſe prevail with you to 
make Choice of him, as the one Thing needful, 
and the good Part? But I would hope better 
Things of you; and therefore give me leave to 
propoſe the following Exhortations. 


(..) Chooſe Chriſt early. You that are 
Young can never begin too ſoon. Satan hath 
inſtilbd a pernicious Notion into prophane [| 
Minds; A young Saint, and an old Devil: As if 
Religion, if long experienc'd, will at laſt be : 


nauſeated ; or a ſerious Youth is moſt likely to 
prove the worſt of Sinners in old Age. A 


young Hypocrite will prove an old Apoſtate ; 
and thoſe who have ſeem'd to deteſt all Thoughts 
of Cruelty or Unkindneſs to God's Children, 
like Hazael ; yet have afterwards appear'd to 
join, and act a Part with the worſt of Men, a- 
gainſt thoſe who adhere to Chriſt, and cannot 
bend their Minds to the Will and Pride of their 
Enemies. But tho*- Judas betray, and Demas 
depart, ny who ſincerely embark with Chriſt 


Mall never draw back; he will never leave them, 
his Grace is ſufficient for them, and they ſhall 
never depart from him ; his Power ſhall be per- 
felted, or appear in its Perfection, in their 
Weakneſs, in making them more than Conquer- 
ers over Dangers, and even Death it ſelf. 


Therefore chooſe Chriſt early. 


1 Cor. 3. 
11. 


( 2.) Chooſe him only. He is the Foundati- 
on, therefore muſt be firſt laid, and nothing 
muſt be joined with him. Other Foundation 
can no Man lay than that is laid, which is Jeſus 
Chriſt. Every part of the Building muſt bear 
on the Foundation, or all falls into Ruin. He 


is our Hope; we can have no holding Ground 


in a Storm but him, and his Strength; and he 
5 . that 
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that believeth in him ſhall not be confounded, 1 Pet. 2. 6. 
In him you are complete; with him you are in 

all Reſpects provided; therefore let him that 1 Cor. t. 
glometh glory in the Lord. 2 31. 

(3.) Chooſe him fully, and without Reſerve. 
As ye have received Chriſt Feſus the Lord, ſo walk Col. z, 6, 
ye in him. He is a Prince and a Saviour; chooſe 
him with his Scepter, as well as with his Sacrifice. 

We are guilty, and therefore muſt have him as 
our only High Prieſt to make Peace, and to ſacri- 
fice, and thereby ſatisfie for us, and in the Virtue 
of that to plead our Cauſe, We are Blind and Ig- 
norant, and hence he is made of God Wiſdom 
unto us, and by him it is given to us to know 
the Myſteries of his Kingdom, We have re. 
bellious and obſtinate Luſts; he 1s our Lord to 
ſubdue all our Enemies both without and with- 
in us, Beware then of dividing what are inſe- 
parably join'd together: the Prieſt and the 
Prince muſt never part. 

(4.) Chooſe Chriſt finally, and as your ulti- 
mate End, There is the ſame Reaſon for abi- 
ding with him, as there 1s for your firſt coming 
to him. Having begun in the Spirit beware of 
ending in the Fleſh. Some leave Chriſt becauſe 
of Perſecution ; others becauſe they can't have 
the Loaves, for which they followed him ; but 
do you ſay as Peter did, when Chriſt asked the 
-Diſciples, Wil ye alſo go away? Lord (ſays he) ſoh. 6. 68. 
to whom ſhall we go? Thou haſt the Words of eter- 
nal Life, If we return to Creatures, there's 
Vanity and Vexation; if to Angels, they could 
not ſecure their own Happineſs; if we go to 
the Saints, to ask of their O1}, they will anſwer 
us, not ſo, leaſt there be not enough for us 
and you too: They that have moſt have none 

_ D 2 to 


— 


=% dl 4. 


Cant. 6. 9. 
C2 


"1 S:rmon preachd mo 


" ſpare. Above all Things, dread drawing 


back: For if any Man draw back (ſays God) my 
Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in him, Now the 
Neceſſity of this Choice appears on ſeveral Ac- 
counts: For, what is Chriſt to me if he is not 
mine? The Antediluvians faw the Ark, and it's 


probable mocked Noah for preparing it; as Lot's 


Sons did him, for adviſing them to leave Sodom; 
but they all periſhed becauſe not in it. There 
are many Chriſtians that know not Chriſt, nor 
have any Union with him beyond the Name; 
theretore make ſure of Chriſt as your own Por- 
tion. 

1ſt, Becauſe he is but one. Whatever Diviſi- 
ons may be among Chriftians (which is for a La- 


mentation) Chriſt is not divided, What is ſaid 


of the Church, or Spouſe of Chriſt, may be 
applied to him; My Beloved is but One; his 
Coat was without Seam. If you chooſe Creatures 
to be your Portion, you provide for your ſelves 
perpetual Diſtraction. The pleaſing of ſome 
draws on you the Diſpleaſure of others. Don't 
we find great Contrarieties and Contentions in 
our own Breaſts, by our Paſſions and Appetites; 
one throwing us into the Fire, and another in- 
to the Water? But with Chriſt there is no- 
thing but Harmony ; all his Ways are one, and 
all carry to one Home ; like ſo many Paths or 
Tratts in the Highway, they all lie parallel. 
There is no croſſing, or contradicting in the 
Chriſtian Religion; all Chriſt's Ways and 
Words are Harmonious. . And ſhall not this 
commend to us Mary's Choice ? 

. 2dly, He is all in one, or a full Proviſion, 
To take up with Creatures, is but to live from 
Door to Door, like Beggars, The Toil in get- 

ting, 
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Enjoy ments. Nay, after all you can glean from 
the moſt liberal Benefactors, you can't patch 


up a Portion that will give you Satisfaction; but 


here's enough and to ſpare; here are not only 


good Thing ſhall be with-holden from them, 
who walk uprightly with him. It is true, he may 
not give that which your carnal Appetite moſt 
craves; but this is only like denying a Friend 


in a Dropſie as much Drink as he deſires, whick 


to give him, would be Death. He will cure 
the Diſtemper, and then fatisfie the deſire. 
Here's conſtant Sweetneſs with the Enjoyment ; 
for where-ever he is entertained, all Bleſſings 
come with him. He is a ſufficient, ſuitable, 
permanent, and abſolutely needful Portion, 
and therefore ought to be our Choice, 

\ 3dly, Your Courſe will follow your Choice. 
That a Work wel] begun is as good as half done, 


is a common Saying ; but certain it is, that he 


who does not ſet out right in Religion, will ne- 
ver bring his Work to a comfortable Concluſi- 
on, Some delay all Choice with Relation to 
Chriſt, till they are old, and their Affairs ſet- 
tled in the World; this is to put that laſt which 
ſhould be firſt, and to reſerve for him the 
worſt, who ought to have, and expetts the beſt. 
Such will ſpend their Strength in the Devil's 
Service, and then deſign for Chriſt. Others 
know not how to chuſe till all Parties are a- 
greed, Why do not ſuch decline all Buſineſs x 

the 


Creatures for Vſe, but alſo Grace and Glory for Pſal. 84. 
Happineſs ;, yea, he will fill your Treaſures; no 11. 
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wo World, till all agree which is the beſt, and 
the one, above all others, to be preferred ? or 
refuſe all Food or Phyſic, till all are of a Mind 
what is the moſt proper for their Nouriſhment 
or Cure? Such only pretend the Diſſentions a- 
bout Religion, to cover their declining that, 
which in reality they hate ; and many are al- 
ways chooſing, " ahd ever learning, but never 
come to be eſtabliſhed in the Truth ; they are 


like a deceitful Bow, and bent to 'backflide. 


The Watch can never be regular and conftant 
in its Motion, where there is a flaw or defect in 
the Spring; thus ſome Profeſſors are unſtable as 
Water, and cannot excel : They are like Hun- 
ters, that take the way the — goes, falling 
in with that Religion as will beſt comport with 
their Affairs. But he that begins with Chriſt as 
his firſt Choice, will maintain a ſtedfaſt Courſe. 


Pſal. 119. ] have choſen the way of Truth, faith the Pſal- 


30. 


miſt ; and therefore tho' the proud had him 


51.157. greatly in Deriſion, ſome ſcoffed, yea, many 


Plal. 16. 
6.7. 


were his Perſecutors; yet he could Kill 25 „I have, 


not declined from thy Teſtimonies. 
3. The laſt Uſe that I ſhall make of this 


Dottrine, ſhall be to ſuch who have made Ma- 


ry's Choice. Surely you have cauſe to be glad, 
and rejoice, and to ſay with the Pſalmiſt, The 
Lines are fallen unto me in pleaſant Places, have 
a Looaly Heritage. I will bleſs the Lord who hath 
given me Counſel. Such I ſhall only entreat to 
ſtudy, and improve their Choice, which will 
_ them Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, 
An 


(1 ' Improve your Choice for the Entertain- 


ment and Pleaſure of your own Minds. Here 
are Heights and Depths, and Lengths and 
Breadths, 


' 
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Breadths, which employ the Underſtandings 
of Angels; ſurely then, enough to feaſt your 


inquiſitive Minds. Shall ſinleſs Angels admire 


and adore the Saviour, and ſhall. Sinners neg- 
lect him, who have all their Hope in him, and 
are undone without him? This is the great My- 
ſtery in our Religion, and therefore to be reve- 
rently treated, and ſeriouſly ſtudied. Here we 
may ſee the depth of our Miſery in our Reco- 
very; the Bitterneſs of that Wrath we deſer- 
ved, in the dying Love of Chriſt to deliver us 


from it. I determined (ſays St. Paul) not to know x Cor. 2. 
any Thing among you, ſave Chriſt and him crucifi- 2. 


ed: Chriſt, not only in the Myſtery of his 
Perſon upon the Throne, but bleeding on the 
ignominious Tree. The way to improve in all 
Grace and Practice, is to ſtudy more Acquain- 


tance with Chriſt and his Fulneſs. Then ſhall Hol. 6, 3. 


we know, if we follow on to know the Lord, that 
his going forth is prepared as the Morning. 

(2.) Improve Chriſt as the delightful Object 
of your Choice. As in him you have all the 
Treaſures of Knowledge and Truth, proper to 
entertain the Mind, or Underſtanding, with the 
higheſt Pleaſure and Satisfaction; ſo his Fruits 
are a delightful Banquet for the Affections. 
What tho* prophane, blinded Deiſts, and 
Men of debauched Appetites, ſay they ſavour 
more Sweetneſs in a ſtinking Weed, than in the 
Roſe of Sharon, and ſee no Beauty in the Lilly of 
the Valley; to you who have the Eye of Faith 


to ſee him, and have taſted of that Grace which 


is in him, he ſhould be altogether lovely, and 


his Fruit ſweet to your Taſte. There is no 


ſuch Entertainment, as in his Banqueting Houſe; 
no Table ſo furniſhed, as that which bay 
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hath — Is Chriſt the Delight of Hes. 
ven? does he afford the moſt ſublime and re- 
fined Pleaſure to Angels and perfect Spirits? 
Surely that which feaſts Princes, will feed poor 
Beggars. As for vain Sinners, tho' they may 
talk of variety of Delights, yet where they 
have a Fulneſs of all created Pleaſures, they 
are not filled, and at bottom always find ſome- 
thing that is imbittering; z a guilty Conſcience 
within is enough to ſpoil their ſweeteſt Feaſts, 
and damty Fare: but here you may feed with- 


out fear of Exceſs ; nor ſhall the 'Appetits be 
in danger of nauſeating, nor meet with any 


Thing diſagreeable. Pleaſure always 
with the Proviſion of Chriſt's Houſe, and with 
. him you may delight your Soul in fatneſs, 
While others then, are drinkmg at their bro- 
ken Ciſterns, do you dwell at the Fountain, 
and ſeek all your intellectual Pleaſure, and ſpi- 
ritual Reft and Delight, only in Chriſt, * 
what he hath provided. 

(3.) Improve your Choice of Chrift in jour 
Practice, by a conſtant Dependance on him. 


- My Sow, be ftrong in the Grace that is in Chriſt 


Feſus. if you are called to reſiſt the daring 
Philiftine, like David, go out in the Name of 
the Lord. Every Step you take in your Way 
to Heaven, let it be like the Spo aſe, leaning 

on your Beloved, Tho you pals through — 
Valley and Shadow of Death, let his Preſence 
de your Support. This is to make him your 
All in Life, and your Comfort in Death, where- 
by you will at laſt receive this his Approbation: 


. Well done good and Jag Servant, enter thou 
into the Foy of thy Lord. 
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